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Laundry basket
Kraft paper
About 4 yards cotton muslin, depending on the size of your basket

Linen bookbinder’s tape, or other sturdy ribbon, for drawstring

1. Start by making a pattern for the short ends of the basket

add 5 inches
at top edge
for overlap

(the ends with handles): Tear off a sheet of kraft paper, and

place the short end of the basket on top. Mark dots on the
paper at each corner of the basket, as well as on the outside
edges of the handle. Using a ruler, connect the four corner
dots, extending top edge 5 inches for the flap that will fold
over the outside of the basket. Draw a line from the points on SHORT END /
the outside of the handle to the top of the 5-inch extension.
This will create an opening to accommodate the handle. Add

Y2 inch on all sides for seam allowance. Repeat this step for

one long end and the bottom of the basket, making sure the

end and bottom measurements match up to each other.

Adjust the measurements, if necessary.

add 5 inches
at top edge
for overlap

2. Pin the pattern pieces onto the fabric, and cut out each
side. To make a fully lined basket liner, you'll needtocut ~ \%*" —— ~ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
out doubles of each piece of fabric (4 each of long and

short ends; 2 bottoms).

3. With one set of fabric panels, pin the long and short end LONG END
panels together, allowing for a ¥%2-inch seam. Alternate short
and long ends when pinning, and make sure that all the

seams end up facing the same way. When pinning, follow the

shape of the basket—all the wider edges should be on the top

and narrower edges on the bottom. Stitch pieces together, \

leaving a Y2-inch opening at the bottom of each seam. Mark dots at basket corners

Alternate long
and short ends

BOTTOM

Leave Y2-inch opening at bottom

STEP 3 \ - -
Seam allowance all facing same way STEPS 1 AND 2
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4. Pin the bottom panel to the long ends, making a ¥2-inch
seam on each side, starting and stopping ¥z inch from ends
of seam. Stitch the short sides to the bottom the same way.
Clip corners diagonally, and press seams open. Repeat steps

3 and 4 with the second set of fabric panels.

5. Pin together the top edges of the two pieces, with right
sides together, making sure to match up the seams. Mark
a 9-inch opening on one long side of the top edge. At the
handle notch, mark openings 1% inches down from the top
edge and Y2 inch in from the side edge, to allow for the

drawstring casing.

6. Sew around the entire perimeter, except for the 9-inch
opening and casing openings. Clip the corners at the handle
openings. Turn liner right side out through the 9-inch
opening. Press the top edge, pinning the opening closed.

Adjust the seam allowance at casing openings, and press.

7. Topstitch close to the top edge of the liner, around the
entire perimeter, then again % inch below the edge. This

will form the casing for your drawstring to run through.

8. Hand-tack the four bottom corners. (This step is optional,
but will keep both sides of the liner from shifting.)

9. Cut two 3-yard lengths of linen tape for drawstrings. Run
a drawstring through each side of the casing, using a large
safety pin as a guide. Place the finished liner in your laundry

basket, and tie the drawstring ends around each handle.

Top stitch, close to edge,
again % inch down

STEP 7
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LONG END

STEP 4

LONG END

\ BOTTOM

Y2-inch opening
at ends of seam

DETAIL OF CORNER

Mark 1% inch down from
top edge for casing

Mark 5-9 inch opening

STEP 5



